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RepLY To DC

February 27, 2020

The President of the United States Director Robert Lighthizer
The White House United States Trade Representative Office
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 600 17th Street NW
Washington, DC 20500 Washington, DC 20508

Dear President Donald J. Trump, and Director Robert Lighthizer of the United States Trade
Representative,

Re: Protecting religious freedom in China through the USCTA.

Dear Sirs,

In China, people of faith are routinely arrested, beaten, imprisoned, tortured, and even Killed for
their religious beliefs. As America begins Phase Il of negotiations with China, we have a moral
responsibility to advocate for, and demand, religious freedom for those suffering in China.

There has been a sharp increase in the level of persecution under the Chinese Communist Party. It
rose 16 rankings in persecution of Christians in just one year. Two out of five Asian Christians
now face high levels of persecution, up from one in three the previous reporting period. China’s
crackdown on both state-sanctioned and underground churches and its growing surveillance
network added 16 million to Open Doors’ tally of Christians facing persecution.”

In China, innocent prisoners of conscience are being dissected and their organs harvested
and sold—while they’re still alive!" This has been studied and documented by the International
Coalition to End Transplant Abuse in China. It stated that organ harvesting of religious minorities
“has been proven beyond a reasonable doubt.”'"

There is huge demand for the organ harvesting. Experts believe there are between 60,000 to
100,000 transplants every year in China. In addition, “Hospitals charged $65,000 for a kidney
transplant, $130,000 for a liver transplant, and $150,000 for a heart or lung transplant,” according
to a Fox News report, making it a highly lucrative business.

“Several survivors of prison camps told the tribunal of how they were subjected to physical
examinations including blood tests, X-rays and ultrasounds.”” While imprisoned, members of
religious groups in China routinely had their blood and organs checked, but no medical care was
ever given if they got sick.’



There are stories of religious family members appearing healthy one day, but then dead the next.
Body cavities were stitched up when prisoners were returned to their families, and stomach cavities
deflated as though void of organs, according to Holly McKay at Fox News.""

This horrific practice is paired with invasive monitoring of every known religious activity
throughout the nation. “As I sat in a church sanctuary in Beijing, | noticed the cameras. They were
just over my shoulder—their cold lenses recording my every move.” This American leader left the
church stunned by their lack of freedom.""

In China religious leaders are ordered to “let the Party lead, listen to the Party, and walk behind
the Party.”"" There even have been reports of Christians having their heads forced into containers
of human waste if they did not bow to similar demands.™

This is not religious freedom in the least. It is not any kind of freedom at all. In the past, trade
agreements similar to the United States-China Trade Agreement have long contained provisions
requiring signatory countries to end human rights abuses and guarantee citizens’ religious freedom.
For this reason, we urge you to demand religious freedom provisions in Phase Il negotiation
in the United States China Trade Agreement.

Right now, you have a once-in-a-generation opportunity to help Chinese people worship and live
in peace. This simple action of negotiating this into the USCTA has the power to save the lives of
thousands of innocent religious Chinese citizens from the most horrific acts of abuse. We ask you
to immediately act in this matter.
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